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  Key Facts  Artists/sculptures/styles 

Children will listen to and appraise some traditional African music and 
discuss the music as a genre 

 
Children begin by exploring and discussing a kalimba in more depth 

 
.Children look in more detail at the percussion instruments 

 
the children design their own djembe drum or shekere using recycled 

materials or construct the main base for their instrument 
 

Children will construct and decorate their percussion instruments following 
their design from the previous lesson. 

 
Children will evaluate their product against a set of success criteria that they 

have generated themselves. They have the opportunity to perform using 

their instruments in order to complete a rich evaluation, based around the 
functionality of their products. 

  Kalimba   Djembe 

Shekera 

Key Learning: Prior Learning: 
Books for support/  

Enrichment Opportunities: 

To investigate and analyse African musical instruments 
 

To explore kalimbas, how they work and how they can be 
recreated. 

 
To select suitable tools and materials to create a kalimba 

 
To investigate and design a strengthened body of an African 

percussion instrument. 
 

To create an African-inspired percussion instrument. 
 

To use our products in a performance and evaluate their 
effectiveness 

 

 
In Music, in Y5, children will have listened to  
and sung African folk songs/music. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Year 5 DT Sum 2  
Design a musical 
Instrument 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Subject Specific Vocabulary 

Key word Definition 

Kalimba 
An African percussion instrument 

Shekere 
A Yoruba percussion instrument 
consisting of a dried gourd with 

beads 

Djembe drum 
A rope tuned skin-covered goblet 

drum played with bare hands 

Sound 

Vibrations through the air. 
The noise made from an 

instrument 

Decoration 

To enhance the appearance of 
something 

Volume 

To make the sound louder or 
quieter 

Teamwork 

Children work together to achieve 
a common goal. 

Performance 

Present to an audience 



 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                 
 
 

 
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


